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Jan Roberts 
National President

From 
the Executive

What a wonderful and inspiring two years Pat, Anne�e and I 
have had! We feel so honoured to have had this opportunity 
to grow our knowledge while forming and strengthening 
friendships with so many of you. We are extremely proud of 
the contribution VIEW has made to The Smith Family and 
the community. 

For us all, the recent VIEW National Convention on the 
Sunshine Coast, enjoyed by more than ��� VIEW members 
and their friends, was notably inspiring and thought provoking. 

With a stellar line-up of guest speakers, there were so many 
highlights, including Mason, the local Learning for Life student 
who spoke and performed, and cave diver Dr Craig Challen SC 
OAM, Ambassador for The Smith Family. Dr Challen is a truly 
remarkable man with immense humility – it was a privilege to 
hear first-hand about the incredible rescue mission. See page 
� for more details. 

During Convention, we reflected on how we have ‘made 
connections and made a difference’ over the past two years. A 
few achievements to be proud of include:

•  Growing our Learning for Life sponsorships to reach more 
than �,3�� disadvantaged students nationally – an ever-
increasing number thanks to your hardwork and generosity!

•  Raising awareness and advocating – with an increased 
national media reach.

•  Increasing our social media content, including launching VIEW’s 
very own Instagram account - search viewclubs to follow us!

•  Forming three new VIEW Clubs: Southern Peninsula in Victoria 
(March ����), Bathurst in NSW (May ����) and Mosman in NSW 
in October. More clubs are in the pipeline so watch this space!  

As you may know, we also embarked on the five year Strategic 
Review which will commence in earnest in ���� to coincide 
with VIEW’s ��th anniversary. This is an important project to 
support a thriving future for VIEW. A significant aspect will be 
developing our culture to reflect a generationally diverse, 
welcoming and engaged community, whilst continuing to make 
a difference to women’s lives.

We must remain focussed on our role of bringing women 
together and enabling them to create lasting friendships, have 
fun together and contribute to their community in meaningful 
ways — through supporting each other and the charitable 
works of The Smith Family.

In closing, we thank you, the members. We have really valued 
the warmth of this supportive network of VIEW women, and 
the opportunity to meet many of you on your home turf, 
whether that be regional, rural or metropolitan areas. We have 
met the most remarkable women connected by a shared 
vision, giving us the opportunity to make many connections 
and make a difference.

We extend to you all Seasons’ Greetings.

What is VIEW?

Find out more about VIEW by calling ���� ��� 3��  
or emailing view@thesmithfamily.com.au

L–R: Anne�e Schlafrig, Jan 
Roberts and Pat McRae. 

VIEW is a national women’s volunteer organisation supporting the 
education charity, The Smith Family. Connected through a common 
purpose, VIEW Club’s 15,000 plus members: 

• make lasting friendships, share ideas and knowledge and enjoy  
social activities; 

• learn and develop new skills, while giving back to their communities; and

• advocate for and support the educational outcomes of disadvantaged  
Australian students.
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VIEW National Convention on the Sunshine Coast
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SUMMER

www.blackpepper.com.au
1800 001 399

To order any of these VIEW gi�s or to see the full range of VIEW Merchandise visit view.org.au

Gi� ideasVIEW Merchandise
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Mum says she  
doesn’t want me to 

grow up poor like her.

PLEASE DONATE THIS CHRISTMAS 
TO CHANGE A CHILD’S LIFE

  The Smith Family

 Help break the cycle of poverty. 

When Beth said she wanted to be like her Mum when she grows up, 
it broke her Mum’s heart. Because she knows without completing her 
education, Beth will likely face a life of disadvantage. Just like her.

1 in 6 Australian children like Beth are living in poverty.*

With your support, these children can participate in our out-of-school 
learning�programs�to�help�develop�the�skills�and�con�dence�they�need�
to�keep�up�at�school,�stay�engaged�and�graduate.�By��nishing�their�
education they will have acquired the tools they need to create a 
better future for themselves.

*Poverty in Australia, 2018, ACOSS/UNSW Report.


