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Methodology Respondents Aim

Focus groups 6 grps x 6 locations 
(n=76)

Locational; SES of 
students/parents/school type

Interviews 6 teachers & 6 union 
officials

Change over time

Secondary analysis ABS & NSW DET stats Structural effects

Survey 1,237 teachers Extent of issues
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Origins of education reform and the growth of choice 

Drivers
� Economic rationalism & efficiencies generated by market competition

� Perceptions of poor educational outcomes & concerns about labour market 
opportunities 

Mechanisms
� Federal funding models

� Decentralisation

� Dezoning

5

Metherell reforms – late 1980s
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Changes in public & private sector secondary enrolments in NSW

6

NSW secondary school enrolments

Year public private

count % count %

1977 303,376 76.5 92,965 23.5

1989 310,765 69.8 134,662 30.2

% � 1977 - 89 2.4% 44.9%

Source: derived from figures in ABS (1978: 15; 1990: 6).
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Changes in public secondary school enrolments in NSW

Sources: �Esson et al. (2002: 124); ABS (1988: 8); NSW MEYA (1994: 13-14); NSW DET (2011b: 1).
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Year
1987 2010

School type count % count %
selective 11 3 44 11
specialist 0 - 33 8
junior/senior campus 0 - 39 10

non-comprehensive 11 3 116 29

comprehensive 368 97 282 71

total public secondary 379 100 398 100
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Type of public secondary school 

Selective

Senior

Specialist

Junior

Comprehensive

Selective Junior

m
ar

ke
t Waiting lists 

Competitive selection
Struggling to 

maintain enrolments

S
tu

de
nt

High academic ability
High motivation

Low academic ability

Low motivation

In
te

ra
ct

io
ns Intensive learning 
Rapid progression 

Intensive behavioural management

Repetition of lessons

st
af

fin
g

Low turnover 
Experienced teachers

High turnover

Inexperienced teachers
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[choice]…affects the standard of the students left because you haven’t got 
anyone there to raise the level and provide the competition or to model the 
kind of behaviour expected…any ‘good’ kids that are left are getting 
overwhelmed just as much as we are and then we end up losing them too. 
It’s a vicious cycle.

…we now have three or four or even five students in a classroom that are 
emotionally disturbed children or have special needs and it makes it very 
very hard and very very stressful; not only on the teacher but on the other 
students too. It affects what you can actually do in the class; you have to 
curtail a lot of your curriculum to cater for these children who are just 
disturbed and [are] disturbing others.

…I spent probably three-quarters of the day disciplining students…
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In the five years I’ve been [here] I can name maybe three or four 
staff that were here when I started and who are still here…that’s 
out of 80-odd teachers…most just transfer out as soon as they can. 

I've been here 18 months…and I’m hanging on by a thread at the 
moment…as soon as I can I’ll transfer out of here but I may not last ‘till 
then. 
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n=1,237
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improved learning outcomes for students 
in my school (%)

Increased school choice has… 
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� Competition for student enrolments   1/�
� Curtailing the ‘flight to private’ �

69%

44%

2%

18%

29%
38%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1987 2010

NSW secondary school enrolments

private
non-comp
comp



���	�����������

� C����9���������	�8<�������
�0��� ?
� ��
��	����	���	���������
�	��� 5���
�� !!&=�*����� "1127

� '�����	���8�����������		0����	����
	� ?

� 8%������0�9 ��

9 �������
�������� �
�����	����������	
���������8���� �������		0

9 8��
�������
��������(�0����������������	����
	��
� ������
��������
	�
�����DE%����8��

�����0����������	����
���	�
�� 5D�
	��D'F���,��;� !""7

� 8G���������0� 9�

9 
�<��;�������������

���
�������
����������������� ��	� 5D�
	�����
$� !""7�

9�������(������������		���������������������

� ;�
����� �
� 8;�
����������/��	0�������
������	�(��(���������	�	 ����

9 	����
��������������

�
��
�������
����
���������� ��(��������	�	����

20



21

"$ %�����
����������������
����	�

 $ ���
��
��
�������	

#$ ��	������������	

&$ %������
�������	��������	��
��
��
���	�	������
����(�	

)$ *������+��



����������	���
	����	�
�

B
����(�
� D���	���	����
����(��	��������
�

9 ,������	�
����(������	�������(���	�
����	

8'����������0��
�
���	����
	
� ������(��	����	
��������������������
	������
��/��� ��
�����	�	������	����

	����
	�

9 ����(��������������/�����
�������D�E	��
���������� �		��(���	�
���	��
����	�����
�	���+�����	�����	
�����������������(��� 
�������
�
�
�����	

� G���������������(��������

������������(���	������� ��������	�

9 ������������<�9 H&!4�������(���	�������	�������(��� 	�
����	���������
���

����� 5��;�� !"#7

� -����������
����	
	�	����
:������������
�����
���

22


