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Focus groups
Interviews

Secondary analysis

Survey

6 grps X 6 locations
(n=76)

6 teachers & 6 union
officials

ABS & NSW DET stats
1,237 teachers

Locational; SES of
students/parents/school type

Change over time

Structural effects

Extent of issues






| Metherell reforms — late 1980s

Origins of education reform and the growth of choice

Drivers
Economic rationalism & efficiencies generated by market competition

Perceptions of poor educational outcomes & concerns about labour market
opportunities
Mechanisms

Federal funding models

Decentralisation

Dezoning
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NSW secondary school enrolments
Year public private

count % count %
1977 303,376 76.5 92,965 23.5
1989 310,765 69.8 134,662  30.2
% 1977 -89 2.4% 44.9%

Source: derived from figures in ABS (1978: 15; 1990: 6).
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e Year
7 1987 2010
School type count % count %
1 3 4 u
0 : 33 3
368 o7 282 71
total public secondary 379 100 398 100

Changes in public secondary school enrolments in NSW

Sources: Esson et al. (2002: 124); ABS (1988: 8); NSW MEYA (1994: 13-14); NSW DET (2011b: 1).
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Student market

Interactions

staffing

Type of public secondary school

—

Selective )
Senior j
Specialist j

) Comprehensive |

- Junior

Waiting lists Struggling to
Competitive selection maintain enrolments
High academic ability Low academic ability
High motivation Low motivation
Intensive learning Intensive behavioural management
Rapid progression Repetition of lessons

Low turnover High turnover
Experienced teachers Inexperienced teachers



























